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Capitol heads for long night to pass deals on ‘everything’

by Jimmy Vielkind

March 15, 2012

ALBANY — Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver said members will vote tonight on “everything,” including new legislative district lines. Voting was not scheduled to begin before 7:30 at the earliest.

Many have said Gov. Andrew Cuomo was using his leverage over the redistricting process, where lawmakers fear he could veto lines ahead of a federal court appearance on Thursday, as the “glue” to win concessions in other areas.

It appears that’s the case, with votes coming tonight on plans to restructure the state’s pension system, expand a DNA databank and legalize casino gambling.

“The final discussions are still taking place, but I believe we have a deal,” Silver said.

Sources in the Assembly Democratic conference said:

    – The databank will be expanded to include all crimes except misdemeanor marijuana possession. Having a small amount of marijuana is a non-criminal violation, but if it is visible, police officers can arrest someone and charge them with a misdemeanor. It’s the difference between taking the pot out of your pockets or not. There will also be provisions allowing defense attorneys greater access to the database to help prove innocence. It will implement “full discovery” for previously convicted defendants. Criminal defense lawyers can ask prosecutors for everything learned in the course of an investigation, whether or not the prosecution is used the information to build its case.

    – There will not be a defined-contribution option, like a 401(k), in the pension plan, the sources said, and it would require a 10-year vesting period. According to two sources, the minimum retirement age will be set at 63 (Gov. Andrew Cuomo had proposed moving it to 65) and workers making less than $45,000 will not be required to contribute additional money to their retirement. The NYPD and FDNY would be exempted from the plan.

    – Up to seven casinos will be allowed off Indian lands, with minimal restrictions.

This should greatly expedite passage of the state budget, which must be passed by April 1.
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